
EDTC 300 Learning Summary Script 

Building our Personal Learning Networks: 

When we were thinking about what we learned in our EDTC 300 class this semester, the first 
thing that came to mind was our Professional Learning Networks that we formed. Katia 
introduced us to many different tools to connect to other teachers from across the world. For 
example, Zoom allowed our class to connect from different places. Our blogs were also a main 
online source that we used to build our PLN. Before this class, we always thought blogs were a 
convenient way for teachers to have all of our assignments online in one spot. Throughout this 
course, we learned they are much more. People are moving away from paper resumes to online 
professional e-portfolios, which we created and refined in this class. We were taught how to 
create thoughtful and diverse blog posts that used different blogging techniques such 
as  “pinging” back other blogs. We were also encouraged to become connected on Twitter, 
engage in Twitter conversations, like #saskedchat using Tweetdeck, and to follow a variety of 
educational professionals and to read their posts for professional growth. We were able to use a 
website called Feedly to help organize the blogs we were reading. Finally, Katia taught us the 
importance of making connections with others through commenting on others blogs.  

Starting Digital Citizenship Early On: 

In this class, we discussed the importance of having many conversations with students about 
digital literacy and citizenship and how it is becoming a huge part of our society starting at a 
young age. It’s unrealistic to think that students won’t be engaging with technology, so our job is 
to teach them how to use technology as a tool, how to use it safely, and how to use it in a 
professional and educational way. We must keep the nine elements of Digital Citizenship in 
mind when teaching students. They are digital etiquette, digital access, digital law, digital 
communication, digital literacy, digital commerce, digital rights and responsibilities, digital 
safety and security, and digital health and wellness. 

Participatory Culture: 

We also talked about how our digital world has become a culture of participation. We want to 
encourage our future students to go beyond just the content use of technology. The larger 
overarching goal is to show how technology allows for new forms of expression, identity, 
celebration, empowerment, and community. Having an online identity and participating in the 
digital world allows students to have a voice and presence inside and outside of the classroom. In 
addition to having their own voice and platform for their perspectives, they also will have access 
to and know how to find educational resources to help grow their knowledge and understanding 
about various topics, which in turn enhances their social awareness. 

Online and Offline are Intertwined: 

This led us into the importance of educating students about technology and their online presence. 
While students may be able to post things anonymously online in some cases, we have to teach 
them at a young age that anyone can see what they are posting and that what they post can tie 
back to their offline lives. For example, Justine Sacco made one inappropriate post that had 
tremendous consequences on her everyday life. One way we can explain the boundaries of 



posting is to ask themselves every time they post if that is something that they would be 
comfortable with their parents, grandparents, or teachers seeing. That being said, we also have to 
realize that online identities don’t necessarily show the whole offline picture. Take Madison 
Holleran, her online presence gave the impression of a very happy individual; however, she was 
able to tailor her online identity to mask her offline depression. Since technology is becoming 
increasingly more important and is having a profound impact on our students and our lives, 
educators need to be able to have open conversations about the benefits and consequences of 
technology and the interconnection between online and offline presence. 

Digital Literacy and Fake News: 

Just as people are able to tailor their online presence to give the impression that they desire, 
people are able to manipulate online resources and create fake news. Before our modern digital 
world, people were able to easily identify and reject fake news. However, today, fake news is at 
our fingertips and at the click of a button we can share reliable or unreliable information, which 
travels much faster than before. Students can struggle with the abundant amount of information, 
biases, internet scams, filter bubbles, and posts motivated by money and power that litter the 
internet. One of the best ways to identify and fight against fake news is to teach our students 
about digital literacy. 

One of the biggest takeaways that we learnt was to encourage our students to be critical 
consumers and thinkers. They need to question their own biases, see how that impacts what 
sources they gravitate towards online, challenge those assumptions and preconceived ideas, and 
branch out to view various sources to gain new ideas and viewpoints, to develop a more critical 
opinion. 
 

 
 
	  


